CHAPTER IV

THE KANSAS WAIT

TRUMBTJLL took his seat in the Senate at the first
session of the Thirty-fourth Congress, December 3,1855.
His credentials were presented by Senator Crittenden,
of Kentucky. Senator Cass, of Michigan, presented a
protest from certain members of the legislature of Illinois
reciting that the constitution of that state made the
judges of the supreme and circuit courts ineligible to any
other office in the state, or in the United States, during
the terms for-which they were elected and one year
thereafter; affirming that Trumbull was elected judge of
the supreme court June 7, 1852, for the term of nine
years and entered upon the duties of that office June 24,
1852; that the said term of office would not expire until
1861; and that, therefore, he was not legally elected a
Senator of the United States. The papers were eventually
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, but in the
mean time Trumbull was sworn in. Before the question
of reference was disposed of, however, Senator Seward
contended that no state could fix or define the qualifi-
cations of a Senator of the United States. He instanced
the case of N. P. Tallmadge> who had been elected a
Senator from New York while serving as a member of
the legislature of that state, although the constitution of
New York disqualified him and aU other members from
such election. Tallmadge was nevertheless admitted to
the Senate and served his fuH term. TrttobulFs right to
his seat was decided in accordance with that precedent
by a vote of 35 to 8, on the 5th of March, 1856. Senatorities, and the ill-feeling caused by his
